
 

WORK SESSION 

12/7/2020   [7:15PM-8:15PM]  @  Virtual Zoom Meeting 

- WORK SESSION ZOOM - 

1.  Pledge of Allegiance 

Mr. Karl announced that since the pledge was done for the Reorganization meeting, it would not have to be done 
again. The meeting began at 7:20PM. 

2.  Roll Call 
Members in attendance included Steve Karl (President), Randy Gale (Vice President), Neil Connelly, Melanie 
Gurgiolo, Laurie Kennedy, Greg Lamay, Art Pursel, Jr., Geoffrey McInroy, Bob Latham, Dr. Patricia Sanker (Acting 
Superintendent), and Tina Darchicourt (Secretary).  
 
Community/Staff Attendees available on the attached list.  
 
Mr. Karl stated that he is going to change the order of the New Business items 6a and 6b. The board will be voting 
on item 6b first. There is no change to the content, just the order.   

3.  Professional Services Agreement with HCEA 

Mr. Karl presented that Hillis-Carnes Engineering Associates submitted a proposal to SiteLogiq for the construction 
materials testing and inspection services for the Hoover project. The cost is not to exceed $28,500.  
Mr. Lamay shared that it was discussed at the Building and Grounds Committee meeting. Hillis-Carnes Engineering 
came in with the lowest bid. This was included in the project budget, so there is no additional cost.  
Mr. Karl stated that this will be up for vote at the board meeting next week. 

4.  Surplus Items 

Maintenance would like to put the listed items on MuniciBid. Ms. Chippo explained that the water wheel is an older 
one and is still in working order. The drill press is one that isn’t used very often and if one is needed, they can use 
the one in the shop.  

5.  Public Session for Comment 

Will Sarf, 2210 Dickinson, is a student and expressed that he believes the matrix needs to change. He feels students 
have been struggling with the remote learning. He feels involvement has decreased and it is more difficult to get 
one to one instruction.  
 
Megan Yost, 331 Willow Avenue, expressed that she believes the school district should continue with level 3 due to 
the community spread. She feels is the best for the safety of students, staff and community.  
 
Tara Russell is a teacher and has taught for 32 years. She thanks the school board for moving to level 3. She express 
how it is hard to social distance in the elementary schools. She expressed her concern for the students, staff and 
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family members with preexisting conditions. She feels the board should wait to see what the impact of the holiday 
break will be.   
 
Beth Kern thanked the school board for calling back the taskforce, but is concerned that the taskforce hasn’t met 
yet. She believes the board should follow the plan they already have in place.   
 
Cecilia Connelly is a student and feels they should move back to hybrid learning. She expressed her concern about 
the students not doing as well remotely as they do when at school in person.  
 
Kathryn Speaks spoke in favor of moving back to hybrid learning as she feels the students are not doing as well 
remotely. She also feels the fact that the taskforce hasn’t met is unacceptable. She is willing to randomly test her 
kids if that is what gets them back in school.  
 
Tiffany Mcknight, N. 25th Street, feels that the kids would be more successful if they were back in school.  
 
Jessica Regan, 410 S. 22nd Street, appreciates that CHSD has given the students good options. She wants her 
students back in school and wants recognition that Dr. DeLone will be added to the taskforce. She demanded that a 
taskforce meeting is organized and wants the students back in school five days a week by the end of this year. She 
wants the school board to reconsider having the Health and Safety Plan go through board approval and instead just 
have the Superintendent approve it.   
 
Michael Vogel spoke in favor of the elementary going back to hybrid learning and wants to see the taskforce meet 
before the end of the year.   
 
Isaiah Housou is a student who believes school should be kept remote and it is the parent’s responsibility to help 
their kids.   
 
Lucy Gnazzo spoke in favor of blended learning with the option of remote for those who choose. She is concerned 
that no one has mentioned the students with IEP’s and special needs. She is concerned about students struggling 
with depression and anxiety.  
 
Kevin Bogden, 1506 Walnut Street, feels that the fact that the taskforce hasn’t met is disheartening. Learning 
through the computer is not the same as learning in person. He suggested the teachers that are concerned can 
teach from home.  
 
Sharon Housou stated that everyone just needs to be patient as no one knows the side effects of the virus.  
 
Tara Connelly feels it’s time for action. If teachers are not comfortable in the classroom, we need to do what needs 
to be done so they are comfortable.  
 
Jocelyn Books, 24th Street, is frustrated with the lack of adjustment of the matrix. There has not been spread in 
schools and we need to look at a different approach to get the kids back in school.  

6.  New Business 

Mrs. Kennedy would like to add a second option of K-5 going back to blended and 6-12 staying remote. Between A 
and B.   
 
Mr. Latham made a motion, seconded by Mr. Lamay to add the option suggested by Mrs. Kennedy.    
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Mrs. Kennedy said that there are 177 participants on the call this evening. Since November 23, we have heard from 
27 individuals and have received 2 letters signed by numerous members of the community. There were 46 names on 
the letter to add Dr. Delone to the taskforce. She realizes the frustration that the community feels, but there is no 
board member that has taken this responsibility lightly. Committees have had numerous meetings. The taskforce 
has not been able to meet due to scheduling issues. She spoke with Dr. DeLone and shared the information from 
that conversation with the other board members. The CDC reports an increase in youth depression, anxiety and 
trauma. The Brown study shows a decrease in math and reading skills. School is a safety net for students most at 
risk. She will be voting for return to blended learning.  
 
Mr. Lamay thanked the students who had the courage to speak at the meeting. The board was obligated to making 
the plan a living document and failed. He feels the board needs to act with urgency and make a decision.  
 
Mr. Gale stated that he reads every one of the emails that is sent and is constantly impressed with the quality of the 
discussions. He shares the desire to get kids back in school. The CDC guidelines support remote. There was another 
letter sent out today with another positive case at Eisenhower and we still don’t know the full impact of the 
Thanksgiving break. He respects the opinions of the board members who think differently but can't vote to move 
out of level 3 at this time.  
 
Mr. Latham said that the Department of Health communication was a recommendation, not a mandate. They left it 
up to each school district to make the decision for their community. He is frustrated that the taskforce has not yet 
reconvened. He will vote in favor of returning to in person blended learning.  
 
Mr. Connelly is compelled to follow the numbers as they are. As a teacher, it hurts to hear the students speak about 
their experiences. It's a priority for us to be in class, but the Department of Health recommends remote. The 
Department of Education recommends remote. He is surprised that the DOH and CDC matrix has not changed. He 
will follow Mr. Gale, though tempted by the split suggested by Mrs. Kennedy.   
 
Mrs. Gurgiolo stated that it is necessary to provide in person instruction to those who want it. She will vote to go 
back to some form of in person learning.   
 
Mr. Karl stated that the school board has a responsibility to make sure students receive the best education we can 
provide, but also responsible for the safety of students and staff. Someone mentioned that schools are showing no 
signs of increase, but we are continually receiving information of students and staff testing positive or assumed 
positive. We have a number of staff who are quarantined because of contact tracing. I can't put the lives of our 
students at risk who have conditions that make them more susceptible or our staff who is constantly dealing with 
the students and can't live in a bubble. He cannot vote to put students back in the classroom especially with the high 
positivity of cases in our community.  

a.  Motion to Return to Level 2 Blended Learning Instructional Model 

Mrs. Darchicourt conducted a roll call vote. With a vote of 5 No and 4 Yes, the motion did not pass.  
 

 

b.  Motion to Return K-5 Students to Level 2 Blended Learning Instructional Model 

Minutes 
Mr. Latham made a motion, seconded by Mr. Lamay to add the new item of Elementary moving to blended and 
secondary staying on remote learning.  
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Mr. Lamay stated that the younger grades are struggling and to expect younger ones to learn via computer is 
unreasonable. He commends teachers but it's not the answer for all students. He will support this motion since the 
previous one did not pass.  
 
Mr. Karl knows that teaching remotely is difficult and he commends the teachers, caregivers, and parents. He 
agrees it’s not the best model for learning and he wants to get the kids back in the classroom, but can’t put our 
district at risk.   
 
Mrs. Darchicourt conducted a roll call vote. With a vote of 5 Yes (Gurgiolo, Kennedy, Lamay, Latham and McInroy) 
and 4 No (Connelly, Gale, Karl, Pursel), the motion passed. 
 

 

 

c.  Motion to Remain in the Level 3 Full Remote Learning Instructional Model 

Minutes 
Mr. Karl stated that there is no need to vote on the last motion. We will be entering into blended for K-5 and 
remote for 6-12.  

 

7.  Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:01 pm 
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Reorganization and 
Work Session Attendee 
List 

December 7, 2020  

 
Albert Sarvis 

Alice Anderson 

Alison Goodwin 

Alison Shank 

Alissa Packer 

Allison Riley 

Alyssa Bold 

Amanda Anderson 

Amber McElwee 

Amy Piro 

Angela Burge 

Angela Couloumbis 

Angie Shaw 

Anjali Zumkhawala-Cook 

Ann Fields 

Ann Leese 

Anna Taylor 

Annette Taylor 

Annie Carpenter 

April Tichenor-Holtzman 

Art Pursel 

Ashley Murphy 

Ashley Poorman 

Ayesha Ahmed 

Barbara Fickel 

Beth Connelly 

Beth Kern 

Beth Zangle 

Betsy Gayner 

Bob Latham 

Bradley Zangle 

Brenda Kalfas 

Candis Chubb 

Caren Sealover 

Caroline Shultz 

Carrie Budman 

Cassidy Knight 

Chad Gallaher 

Christina SHartle 

Cindy Compton 
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Coral Witmer 

Dana Carvell 

Dana Little 

Dana Miller 

Dani Healey 

David Rhen 

Dawn Pynes 

Dena Higgins 

Deron Doi 

Diana Comp 

Diana Naranjo 

Dori Livelsberger 

Eileen Czarnecki 

Elizabeth Kayon 

Elizabeth Mathias 

Elizabeth Rairigh 

Elizabeth Reilly 

Elsie Spitzer 

Erik Novak 

Erika Shamash 

Erika Tsumura Glazier 

Frank Sgrignuoli 

Geoff McInroy 

George Diehl 

Greg Herb 

Greg Lamay 

Gretchen Spitzer 

Hannah Getz 

Hannah McPhelin 

Heather Bowser 

Holly Keich 

Isaac Aeppli 

Iva Balic 

Jackie Barr 

Jaclyn Sastre 

Jamar Thrasher 

Jami Llewellyn 

Jane Van Allen 

Jason Wolgemuth 

Jay Shoen 

Jeanine Dormer 

Jennifer Baney 

Jennifer Clark 

Jennifer Hoover 

Jennifer Klos 
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Jennifer Knaub 

Jennifer Lozada 

Jessica Regan 

Jessica Smith 

Jill Stahl 

John Anthony 

John Bendick 

John Jennedy 

Jonathan Casey 

Josceylon Buchs 

Josh Ford 

Justin Golihew 

Justin Sheaffer 

Kara Sparks 

Karen Anthony 

Karen Mallah 

Kate Markey 

Kate Murray 

KATE SHAFFER 

Kathleen Duffy Bruder 

Kathleen Kadel 

Kathryn Rowan 

Kathryn Speaks 

Katie Lantaff 

Katy Nelson 

Kelli Chapman 

Kelly Fringer 

Kelly Soo 

Kerry Chippo 

Kevin Bogdan 

Kim Mack 

Kimberly Albrecht 

Kirsten Hans 

Kirsten Jones 

Kristin Casey 

Kristine Kaleida 

Larry Smith 

Laura Puzdrak 

Laura Wilkins 

Laurie Burrell 

Laurie Kennedy 

Lea Grove 

Leslee DeLong 

Lindsay Colson 

Lisa Reeves 
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Lora Harper 

Lucy Gnazzo 

mac sarff 

Marja Deweyer 

Mark Hamilton 

Mark Ziegler 

Mary Ann Berrian 

Mary Kane 

Matt Boyer 

Maureen Foley 

Maureen McHugh 

Megan Wert 

Megan Yost 

Meghan Butler 

Melanie Gurgiolo 

Michael Hillegas 

Michael Vogel 

Michele Forbes 

Micki Kautz 

Minke Kooistra 

Mollie Kieff 

Molly Dougherty 

Nan Melham 

Nancy Adams 

Nate Jones 

Neil Connelly 

Nick Snider 

Nicole Flynn 

Patricia Sanker 

Paul Vigna 

Peggy Kunz 

Peggy Miller 

Quinn Smith 

Rachel Beck 

Randy Gale 

Regina George 

Sadie Schultz 

Sandy Fauser 

Sarah Dressler 

Sharon Houssou 

Sherrie Mitchell 

Sonja Apgar Brunner 

Stacy Champion 

Stacy Piscotty 

Stacy Trogner 
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Stephanie Jack 

Steve Karl 

Susan Koons 

Susan Seitz 

Susie Wilson 

Suzanne Carter 

Tanae Crandall 

Tara Connolly 

Tara Russell 

Tawnya Railing 

Terri Craig 

Terri Craig 

Tiffany Bransteitter 

Tiffany McKnight 

Tim Jackson 

Tina Darchicourt 

Tracey Quigley-Jones 

Tricia Melnichak 

Will Sarff 

 


